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satisfy   our  moral   striving   after   personal   freedom   and   co-
operation one with another.

NATIONAL GUILDS MOVEMENT IN GREAT

BRITAIN1

The objects of the national guilds movement in Great Brit-
ain, as defined in the constitution of the National Guilds League,
are "the abolition of the wage system, and the establishment
by the workers of self-government in industry through a dem-
ocratic system of national guilds working in conjunction with
a democratic State." The leading ideas of the movement are
therefore those of democratic organization and self-government
in the industrial sphere. National guildsmen look forward to
the time when the various industries and services will be ad-
ministered each by its guild, or association organized for com-
mon service, and including the whole necessary personnel of
the industry concerned.

This movement is only a few years old; but it has made
considerable headway among the manual workers, and to at
least an equal extent among many classes of professional and
technical workers. By Marxian Industrial Unionists and others
of the extreme left wing of labor, it is indeed sometimes de-
nounced as a bourgeois movement of counter-revolutionary
tendency. This criticism comes principally from those who re-
fuse to recognize the importance of technical and professional
elements in the industrial system, or hold that the existing
technicians and professionals are "adherents of capitalism," and
that it is necessary to make a clean sweep of them in prepara-
tion for a new order ushered in by a proletarian dictatorship.

National guildsmen differ widely in their outlook on the
social and economic question as a whole. Faith in national
guilds as a form of economic organization is compatible with
many degrees of reformist or revolutionary opinion. There are
all sorts among guildsmen, from the extreme right, which looks
to a gradual development of guilds by the consent of the more
progressive employers, to the extreme left, which corresponds
closely in method and outlook to the Marxian Industrial Union-
ists. Neither of these attitudes, however, represents the main,
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